R E M A R K 8

ON

THE   SITES   AND   NAMES   OF   THE   PEINCIPAL
PLACES MENTIONED IN THE LEGEND.

THE identification of the places mentioned in the course
of the Life of Gaudama is certainly a great desideratum.
This difficult and laborious task has been boldly under-
taken by several government servants of both services.
Great and important successes have attended their efforts.
One of the most successful among them lias been Major-
General Cunningham, the archaeological surveyor to the
government of India. The sphere of Ins laborious and
scientific research.es lias extended over north and south
Behar, the cradle of Buddhism, and some parts of the
Punjaub and Peshawar. Under his direction excavations
have been made, inscriptions found and deciphered, tlie-
nature and dimensions of old ruined monuments correctly
ascertained. In his valuable reports may be found impor-
tant elements for reconstructing the history and geography
of ancient India. lie has been greatly assisted by the
history of the voyages of the Chinese pilgrim, Hweii
Thsang, who spent sixteen years in travelling throughout
India,, and visiting all the places rendered famous by the
actions connected with the life of Buddha, and the spread
of his doctrines and institutions.. The voyage began in
6-2.9 and ended in 645 of the Christian era* The itinerary
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